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Rationale:

Doug Lemov’s ‘The Five Plagues of the Developing Reader’, have been used to carefully select high-quality texts, chosen specifically for their literary value:

1.
2.
3.

Plague 1: Archaic Language: Pupils need to be exposed to the vocabulary, syntax, context and cultural standpoints of a range of older books, which are different than today’s texts.
Plague 2: Non-Linear Time Sequences: In many of the best books, the passage of time within the text is not linear. Pupils need to have exposure to such books.

Plague 3: Complex Narratives: Some books do not have a simple narrator or plot line. Some books are narrated by an unreliable character, narrated by multiple narrators or by an animal. Some books have multiple plot
lines. These are harder to read and must be experienced by pupils.

Plague 4: Figurative and Symbolic Text: Some texts occur at a symbolic level and are not literal.

Plague 5: Resistant Texts: Some texts are written deliberately to make it hard for readers to make meaning. Here, meaning must be assembled carefully around nuances, hints, uncertainties and clues.

Books have been carefully sequenced to ensure that there is a progression in themes and literary devices and to develop pupils’ stamina for reading.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Summer 1
Book Titl TR
Year 3 o Voices
IN THF, PARK:
Author ‘
The Tunnel
Voices in the Park & The | A Bear Called Paddington, Leo and the Gorgon’s The Midnight Fox, Planet Omar: Accidental Matilda,
Tunnel, Michael Bond Curse, Betsy Byars Trouble Magnet, Roald Dahl
Anthony Browne Joe Todd-Stanton Zanib Mian
Text Genre Picture book Comedy Fantasy Graphic novel Adventure Comedy Fantasy
Rationale Complexity of plot and Classic text Unfamiliar setting Non-linear time sequences Complexity of plot and Complexity of the
symbolism Metaphorical expressions Adventure based in First person perspective symbolism narrator
Non-linear time sequences Third person perspective mythology Themes of friendship Third person perspective Hyperbole
Themes of social division Themes of morality, Challenging vocabulary Themes of empathy and Shifts in perspectives
and empathy resilience, justice and Third person perspective kindness Figurative language
Narrator viewpoint tolerance Powerful imagery Foreshadowing
Contrasting perspectives Satire
Year 4 Book Title * ROALD ey O
Nim’s Island
& DAHL
Author WITCHES > o
Al ’ | : / 1;1«‘
DRAGONS @VNMAN e |
* ot Crumbling- Caskle Tl v Sy
The Witches, The Firework Maker’s Dragons at Crumbling The Iron Man, Nim’s Island, The Lion, the Witch & the
Roald Dahl Daughter, Castle, Ted Hughes Wendy Orr Wardrobe,
Phillip Pullman Terry Pratchett C S Lewis
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Plague 3: Complex Narratives: Some books do not have a simple narrator or plot line. Some books are narrated by an unreliable character, narrated by multiple narrators or by an animal. Some books have multiple plot
lines. These are harder to read and must be experienced by pupils.

Plague 4: Figurative and ngbolic Text: Some texts occur at a symbolic level and are not literal.

Plague 5: Resistant Texts: Some texts are written deliberately to make it hard for readers to make meaning. Here, meaning must be assembled carefully around nuances, hints, uncertainties and clues.

Books have been carefully sequenced to ensure that there is a progression in themes and literary devices and to develop pupils’ stamina for reading.

Text Genre

Fantasy

Adventure

Comedy Fantasy

Science fiction

Adventure

Fantasy

Rationale

Complexity of the narrator
First person perspective
Shifts in setting
Protagonist and
antagonistic
Foreshadowing

Non-linear time sequences
Figurative language
Challenging vocabulary
Use of onomatopoeia
Strong female character
Third person perspective

Complexity of plot
Third person perspective
Challenging vocabulary

Year 5

Book Title

JK.ROWLING

Complexity of plot and
symbolism
Figurative language
Use of poetic imagery
Third person perspective

Complexity of the narrator
Third person perspective
Themes of resilience,
determination and
independence

Classic text
Complexity of symbolism
and foreshadowing
Figurative language
Third person perspective

& . ‘H’arr Pn LOUIS SACHAR
Author %
holes ; %
- - e e
Harry Potter and the Holes, Kensuke’s Kingdom, Once, Ghost Boys,
Philosophers Stone, Louis Sachar Michael Morpurgo Morris Gleitzman Jewell Parker Rhodes
JK Rowling
Text Genre Fantasy Adventure Adventure Historical Fiction Fantasy
Modern classic Modern classic
Rationale Complexity of plot and Non-linear sequence Resistant text

symbolism
Third person perspective
Parallels in writing style to
Jane Austin
Set in modern day with
historic references
Satire

Complexity of plot and
symbolism
Triple timeline
Third person perspective

Figurative language
First person perspective
Based on a true story
Complexity of plot and
symbolism

Thematic drivers of
friendship, sacrifice, hope
Mostly written in present

tense

Complexity of plot and symbolism
Complexity of the narrator
Figurative language
First person perspective
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1. Plague 1: Archaic Language: Pupils need to be exposed to the vocabulary, syntax, context and cultural standpoints of a range of older books, which are different than today’s texts.

2. Plague 2: Non-Linear Time Sequences: In many of the best books, the passage of time within the text is not linear. Pupils need to have exposure to such books.

3. Plague 3: Complex Narratives: Some books do not have a simple narrator or plot line. Some books are narrated by an unreliable character, narrated by multiple narrators or by an animal. Some books have multiple plot

lines. These are harder to read and must be experienced by pupils.

4. Plague 4: Figurative and ngbolic Text: Some texts occur at a symbolic level and are not literal.

Plague 5: Resistant Texts: Some texts are written deliberately to make it hard for readers to make meaning. Here, meaning must be assembled carefully around nuances, hints, uncertainties and clues.

Books have been carefully sequenced to ensure that there is a progression in themes and literary devices and to develop pupils’ stamina for reading.

Year 6

Book Title

TOMS -
& ;ﬂlp}dl&?lr -
Author <
The Nowhere Emporium, Eye of the Wolf, Cogheart, Tom’s Midnight Garden, Who Let the Gods Out?,
Ross McKenzie Daniel Pennac Peter Bunzl Phillipa Pearce Maz Evans
Text Genre Fantasy Fairy Tale Action/Adventure Adventure/Fantasy Adventure
Rationale Non-linear time sequences Classic text Complexity of narrator Classic text

Complexity of plot
Third person perspective
Figurative language

Complexity of narrator
Non-linear time sequence
First person perspective

Challenging vocabulary

Historical setting
Challenging vocabulary
First & third person
perspective

Non-linear time sequence
Complexity of plot
Third person perspective

Complexity of plot and symbolism
Third person perspective
Challenging vocabulary

Links to Greek mythology/myths




